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Greetings

Thank you for your interest and support for the Air Force Historical Foundation.

The Foundation was established in 2013 to contribute to strengthening national
security and the advancement of the Republic of Korea (ROK) Air Force.

The Foundation supports the policies and aerospace activities of the ROK Air Force
and helps accelerate its development by commemorating and cherishing the history

and legacy of the Air Force.

The ROK Air Force is the elite military force that protects peace and prosperity on
the Korean Peninsula as the “highest power defending Korea.” The Foundation
continues to work hand-in-hand with the ROK Air Force to enrich its history and

culture and to further develop cutting-edge defense science and technology.

The Foundation plays a part in discovering the true Air Force spirit and reinforcing
national identity by reflecting on the glories the ROK Air Force won and the
challenges it conquered. We also mobilize scientific military capabilities and national
aspirations for robust airspace defense, which will be a centerpiece of future military

operations.

The Foundation helps focus our imagination on the unlimited and exciting
possibilities and adventures that the future holds in space. We hope you join us
on a journey to the sky, the infinite expanse, which presents endless potential for

exploration, discovery, and advancement.

Chairman Ho Youn Kim, Ph.D.
Member of the 18th Republic of Korea National Assembly
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About Us

The Air Force Historical Foundation was established in April 2013 as a
public foundation registered under the Republic of Korea Ministry of National
Defense.

It was founded by Dr. Ho Youn Kim, Chairman of the Foundation, who served
as the 7th and 8th President of the Alumni Association of the Air Force Officer
Training School and a member of the 18th Republic of Korea National Assembly.

Since its establishment, the Air Force Historical Foundation has helped the ROK Air
Force in forming and implementing policies and carrying out its missions in the field

of aerospace.

The Foundation also has contributed to strengthening the national security of Korea
and the advancement of the ROK Air Force by celebrating and enriching its history
and legacy.

The Air Force Historical Foundation has developed several initiatives to fulfill its
mission and to positively impact the community it serves.

First of all, the Foundation has built a partnership with Air Force-related
organizations in the United States and other countries that participated in the Korean
War and is running several programs to strengthen exchanges and cooperation with
its partners. The Foundation also supports academic research projects on Air Force
policy and history, both at home and abroad, in order to build and maintain a strong
sense of Air Force identity and to promote the people’s awareness of national security.
Providing education and training opportunities for airmen and funding research on
aerospace are additional key programs the Foundation operates to increase pride
in the Air Force and envision the future of the Air Force as a guardian of peace for

humanity.
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The 1st Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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The Air Force Historical Foundation hosted the inaugural academic conference in November 2014.
Since the inception of the ROK Air Force, it was the first international conference solely focused on
Air Force history. With the opening remarks of Chairman Ho Youn Kim, the event was held under
the theme of “From Past to Future: ROK-U.S. Air Force.”

ROK Air Force Chief of Staff General Cha-Kyu Choi and many proud airmen in and out of
Korea attended to celebrate the inauguration of the conference. General Ronald R. Fogleman,
the 15th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force, and Dr. Young-ha Lee, Vice Chairman of the Air
Force Historical Foundation presented a paper on the “The ROK-U.S. Combined Air Force: Past,
Present, and IFuture.” Lt. Gen. Stephen G. Wood, former commander of the U.S. 7th Air Force,
who played a key role in the security of Northeast Asia, gave a presentation on the “History of

Foundation and Development of the U.S. Air Force.”

Followed by discussions among Korean Air Force history experts, the conference served as a good
opportunity to rethink the history of the ROK Air Force from a new perspective and delve into

ways to enrich the study and accuracy of Air Force history through future conferences.
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The 2nd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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The 2nd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference took place under the theme of
“Origins of the Air Force : Aviation Ideals of Early Pioneers and independence Movement of
Korean Pilots” in November 2015. With attendance of many incumbent and former ROK Air
Force leaders such as Chief of Staftf General Kyung-doo Jeong, this conference ended with a big

success as the inaugural conference did.

The 2nd conference was an opportunity to revisit the historical orthodoxy of the ROK Air Force
and solidify the academic foundation for the argument that the official history of the ROK Air

Force dates back to the era of the provisional government which was formed in 1919.

In particular, Chairman Dong-ho Kim of the Diplomacy and Defense Research Institute asserted
that early Korean aviation pioneers in the provisional government like Paikbum Kim Koo and
General Noh Baek-lin laid the foundation for the birth of the ROK Air Force along with anti-
Japanese aviation activities simultaneously carried out overseas in China and the United States for

Korea’s independence from Japanese occupation.
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The 3rd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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The 3rd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference entitled “The Korean War and
Air Power” was held in November 2016. ROK Air Force Chief of Staff General Kyung-doo Jeong
delivered congratulatory remarks, and Air Force experts from Korea, the U.S. and Australia

discussed “The role of the UN Air FForce during the Korean War and the Historical Significance.”

Beginning with a keynote address by Chairman Ho Youn Kim, Dr. Dale W. Meyerrose, President
and Chairman of the board for the U.S. Air Force Historical Foundation spoke about “Air Power
in the Korea War and Meaning in War History.” The conference was an opportunity to strengthen

partnership and cooperation with the Air Force Historical Foundation of the United States.

Dr. Richard P. Hallion, a member of the U.S. Department of Defense advisory board, presented a paper on
“Air Power in the Korean War from an American Perspective,” and Dr. David Robson, Director of the Aviation
Theory Center of Australia, spoke about the Royal Australian Air Force's role in the Korean War.

This conference empirically examined the role of the United States and the UN Air Forces in the
Korean War and provided a new perspective on the history of the Korean War that has been

mainly studied and analyzed in the context of ground combat only.
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The 4th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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The 4th Air Force Historical Foundation Conference was organized to shed light on the UN Air
Force operations in the Korean War. The speakers analyzed in-depth the air operations by types,
academically reviewed the outcomes of each type of operation, and shared insights from lessons
learned. It was held in November 2017 with the theme of “Air Operations of the United Nations in
the Korean War” with participation of many high-profile officials such as ROK Air Force Chief of
Staftf General Wang-geun Lee.

Dr. John P. Hale, historian at the 7th U.S. Air Force Command, presented his paper "UN
Air Force Counter Air Operations and the Rear Area Air Interdiction in the Korean War: A
U.S. Perspective.” In his research, Dr. Hale analyzed how the UN Air Force, with its relatively
inferior fighter aircraft, was able to maintain an advantage in air operations throughout the war.
The conference concluded with insightful and intensive discussions among military experts who

presented their ideas on UN air power in the Korean war from various perspectives.
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The 5th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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In November 2018, the 5th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference was held under
the theme of “Founding Fathers of the Republic of Korea Air Force.” The speakers talked about
activities, before and after the liberation of Korea, and achievements of the key players in the
creation of the ROK Air Force.

The conference helped establish the objective history of the Air Force based on empirical research
and served as a good opportunity to ponder the future direction the ROK Air Force might take

based on past and current developments.
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The 6th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference

Sl &t At 7079 ol 20199 11 “A|63] F ARG shes] o) & T F 815, ¥l

RS ¥ FET T T WARREEAA A o] AElE AuFAs U o] AL

Boto] diskl=r ] 7], 6.25%3487] D 5] S geH o THTO TN F

& & 1008 AAISHE AVIE PHAE 5= JAFUT

25747), A5 HH71E AH Aol ol2= = 3 7099 AFHE ka4
4

0] A AT FF WAVFS AN,

The 6th Air Force Historical Foundation Conference was held in November 2019 to celebrate the
70th anniversary of the ROK Air Force. Chief of Air Staff General In-Chul Won and members
of the Air Force community both at home and abroad participated to commemorate the special

occasion together.

The conference academically illuminated each period of the ROK Air Force's history, from its
founding, the Korean War, and, finally, its postwar development. The conference helped deepen
understanding of ROK Air Force history and provided insights on redesigning its vision, mission,
and value for the next 100 years to come. Through the reflections of the past 70 years of the ROK

Air Force, the conference provided an accurate diagnosis of where it stands now, and where it

should go in the future.
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The 7th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference
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The 7th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference took place in November 2021
with a goal to verify the major historical facts related to the Air Force and improve objectivity
in its history. Despite the challenges of the COVID-19, ROK Air Force Chief of Staff General
In-ho Park, current and retired airmen, scholars, and many others from Air Force community

attended the conference entitled “The Korean War, Records of Victory Through Air Power.”

Dr. Douglas A. Birkey, Executive Director of the Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies in the

United States, presented his research on “Air War Over Korea: Lessons for Today's Airmen” and it

was followed by in-depth discussions and other presentations by Korean Air Force experts.
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Established the Air Force Historical Foundation

Dr. Ho Youn Kim inaugurated as the first chairman
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The 1st Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK Air Force
Title : From Past to Future: ROK-U.S. Air Force
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The 2nd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK Air Force
Title : Origins of the Air Force : Aviation Ideals of Early Pioneers and independence Movement of

Korean Pilots
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The 3rd Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK Air Force
Title : The Korean War and Air Power
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The 4th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK Air Force

L

Title : Air Operations of the United Nations in the Korean War
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The 5th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK
Air Force

Title : Founding Fathers of the Republic of Korea Air Force
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The 6th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK

Air Force

Title : ROK Air Force at 70: Lessons Learned
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The 7th Air Force Historical Foundation Academic Conference: Sponsored by the ROK
Air Force

Title : The Korean War, Records of Victory Through Air Power
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